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Peary Land is not covered with inland ice and that it has mountains up to 2,000 feet in 
height — facts based on the report of Koeh, topographer of the Mylius-Erichsen Expedi- 
tion. Peary discovered some quite remarkable physiographic features, a fact we should 
not forget in noting corrections in his interpretation of them. Also he made a sledge 
journey across Greenland which up to that time had no equal in polar exploration. 



THE AFRICAN COLONIES OF GERMANY AND THE WAR 

As a part of the military operations of the war, the four African colonies of Ger- 
many were attacked by the Allies. Three, German Southwest Africa, Kamerun, and 
Togo, have been conquered, while in German East Africa fighting is still going on. 
Their ultimate fate depends upon the final issue of the war.. These colonies 1 have 
a total area of 1,030,150 square miles and are thus a little more than four times as 
large as Germany. At the beginning of the war, in August, 1914, they had reached a 
stage of prosperity that bade fair to justify the enormous expenditure of money, if 
not the appalling loss of life, chiefly native, that had marked their development. They 
were all in a thriving condition though still in the early stages of their history. 

In the management of her colonies, Germany has shown marked limitations as well 
as superior qualities. In her dealings with the natives, coercion has been the policy, 
though England, for example, has found it wise as well as humane to use severe measures 
only when milder methods have failed. The military expenditures have been enormous 
in all the German colonies excepting Togo. Between 1891 and 1903, Germany sent out 
twenty-nine punitive expeditions against the Kamerun natives. No other power in 
Africa has waged such a war against primitive blacks as that which, in two years, 
nearly exterminated the Hereros (Bantus) of German Southwest Africa. In brief, 
German administration in the African colonies has very often been too inflexible, rigid, 
and tactless to meet the condition of natives, most of whom would have been tractable if 
some degree of deliberation, patience, and kindness had characterized the dealings with 
them. 

In some other respects, however, and chiefly along the lines of scientific development, 
Germany has excelled all other colonial powers in Africa. She has carried on scientific 
surveys upon which are based the maps of parts of her large territory — maps that are 
unsurpassed and rarely equaled by those of any other of the colonial powers. The colony 
of Togo is the only part of colonial Africa whose detailed topographic map is completed. 

When Germany entered the colonial field in 1884 it was generally believed by the 
other powers that all the more promising parts of Africa had already been appropriated. 
Germany did not long delay the initiation of a most thorough and scientific investigation 
of colonial resources and possibilities of development. As the prospects were gradually 
unfolded Germany, as well as the other powers, were surprised by the revelation of the 
potential value of all her colonies. German Southwest Africa, chiefly reputed to be a 
wide zone of worthless sand, was found to be rich in gold, diamonds, and other mineral 
resources, with wide areas of agricultural and grazing lands in the north, large oppor- 
tunities for the reclamation of lands in the east by means of irrigation, and a climate 
that fitted the country to become the home of many thousands of white settlers. When 
England seized the colony last year she found there some 15,000 German farmers whose 
homes were surrounded by gardens, fields, and pastures. 

1 German Southwest Africa, acauired April 24, 1884 ; Togo, July 2, 1884 ; Kamerun, July 14, 1884 ; German 
East Africa, February 17, 1885. 
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Germany made her most intensive studies in German East Africa especially to 
discover the range of agricultural possibilities and the distribution of mineral resources. 
The Agricultural Department at the capital, Dar-es-Salam, was supplemented by some 
twenty substations, scattered all over the country, where studies were made of the soils, 
their adaptation for growing tropical export crops, the varieties of cotton and other 
plants that were best adapted for each locality, etc. A little back of the northeast coast 
the Germans developed the cultivation of sisal fiber till their exports bade fair to rival 
in quantity those of Yucatan. They found gold in the north-central parts of the colony 
and in the Ruanda highlands of the northwest; and among their other discoveries were 
two districts, one south of Mount Kilimanjaro and the other in southern Ruanda, which, 
by reason of their elevation, were well adapted to become the homes of white men. 
Several hundreds of German, Boer, and Greek farmers and cattle raisers are now 
settled within view of the loftiest of African mountains on the southern part of the 
same high plateau that is occupied by British colonists in British East Africa. 

The Germans know Togo as well as they do the two colonies referred to above; but 
Kamerun, in its climate, mountainous topography, and the unfriendly attitude of some 
of the stronger tribes of the interior, has given Germany its most perplexing colonial 
problem. All the region directly tributary to the Atlantic border has, however, for 
years supplied a large amount of rubber, palm oil, and cacao. Though a large part 
of Togo is covered with forest, the country, as a whole, may be called a great tropical 
plantation; and though its coast line is only thirty -two miles long, a large amount of 
palm kernels, oil, rubber, and cotton passes through the one good^ open port of Lome, 
the capital. 

The war was scarcely a fortnight old when the Senegalese soldiery of England and 
the well-trained black infantry of French West Africa, officered by whites, swooped down 
upon Togo. The little colony was able to offer very little resistance and, on August 26, 
1914, was in full possession of the Allies. It was the only easy conquest that the 
English and French have made in their assaults upon the German colonies. The Ger- 
mans themselves had no such easy entry into Togo when they annexed it in 1884. The 
missionaries were opposed to German rule and are said to have been one of the factors 
in stimulating native resistance which, however, against German guns, was very short- 
lived; but the populace seem to be taking kindly to the new regime which the Allies 
have introduced. In 1912, Togo had a foreign trade of over $10,000,000, of which 
nearly half were exports. 

German Southwest Africa was next to fall. General Botha, with a strong force from 
the Union of South Africa, landed, in January, 1915, at Walfish Bay. By dint of hard 
fighting, Botha worked his way up the hills towards Windhuk, the capital, building as 
he advanced a military supply road and guarding his communications with the coast 
behind him. Meanwhile, large reinforcements for Botha had landed at Liideritz Bay 
about 250 miles to the south. They found the new railroad to Keetmanshoop and the 
north in good order and traveled rapidly on their way till they joined Botha; and the 
combined forces soon entered Windhuk, where Governor Seitz surrendered all the German 
forces to the invaders. It -was a hard but a short campaign and a complete victory for 
the British. 

German East Africa is undoubtedly the most valuable possession that the Germans 
acquired in Africa. They were very tardy in building the railroad between Dar-es-Salam 
and Lake Tanganyika, which now completes a fine avenue for trade between the Indian 
Ocean and Central Africa. This is the eastern link in the transcontinental line of steam 
communications, by rail and water, now finished from the Indian to the Atlantic Oceans.2 
The trade of German East Africa was more than trebled in the four years before the 
war. Its population is about 7,050,000, of whom 3,500 are Germans. 

2 See note, with map. in Bull. Amer. Geogr. Soc., Vol. 47, 1915, pp. 449-450. 
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The Germans began the trouble late in September, 1914, by raiding across the border 
into British East Africa but they were driven back by Indian troops and Arabs from 
Zanzibar. Then British warships bombarded the capital, Dar-es-Salam, and other towns 
along the German frontage on the Indian Ocean; and for over a year there has been 
desultory fighting along the border between British East Africa and German East 
Africa and recently on Lake Tanganyika; but in no sense have the British so far (May 
15) secured effective possession of the German colony .s 

In the spring of 1915, the British bombarded and captured the Kamerun ports of 
Victoria and Duala, took possession of Buea, capital of the colony, and drove eastward 
into the mountains the Germans, who scattered wire entanglements between themselves 
and the Allies in intervals of fighting. In January, 1916, Jaunde, 200 miles inland, was 
captured, where the Germans occupied a fortification that they built some years ago as a 
center for punitive expeditions against disaffected natives. The French also led troops 
from French Equatorial Africa across eastern Kamerun to meet the British advancing 
from the Atlantic. The Allies had thus occupied a line extending approximately east and 
west across central Kamerun; and, late in February, they drove the remnant of the 
Germans into Spanish Guinea and were at last masters of the colony. 

The effect of the war on the whole of colonial Africa has been to kill enterprise of 
all kinds. Africa is dead today as far as commerce, development, and exploration are 
concerned. There is no movement whatever on the completed steam route between the 
Indian Ocean and the mouth of the Congo. South Africa is keeping her newly mined 
gold and diamonds at home because the risk in sending them to Europe is too great. 
There is no hope that Africa will recover from the present stagnation till the war is over. 

Cyrus C. Adams. 

3 For an account of the military actions in German East Africa see F. E. ('ana: Frontiers of German 
East Africa, Geogr. Journ.. Vol. 47, 1916, April, pp. 297-303. 



